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TH 0 OF JOHN RUSKIN, Its Influence

. ‘: l"f'tnl:.h"!' Thought and Life. By Charles

i‘I‘:mldqtrin 1hmo, pp. 200, New-

Bros.

York, Harper & |

Mr. “"ahtqt-»lns brief essay on Ruskin s eal- |

culated to accomplish a double purpose, and un-
less its rather ponderous dtyle repels the reader
it will achieve popularity. As long as Ruskin
{s reid he will require a corrective. When such
a eorrective I8 not forthcoming out of the stu-
dent's own acumen it may be found excellently
erystallized in Mr. Waldatein's little book. The
Jatter gives a judicious estimate of the positive
value of Ruskin's work. It glves also that lmi-
partial exposition of Ruskin's defects, for which
it 1s generally hopeless to ask the devout Ttus-

kinlan, but which is absolutely necessary 10 a
clear understanding of the great writer's po-
sitton. Mr. Waldsteln is that phenomenon: @
Ruskinian whose devotion 1s not blind. He can
appreciate the virtue in his author without ac-
cepting the latter's countless puerilitivs s ema-
nations from an undefiled source of wisdom,
The whole trend of his inquiry is to show how
the beneficent marrow of Iuskin's teaching
needs to be extricated from a tangle of idiosyn-
cratie impedimenta,

Ruskin has discovered new heanutles for the
human race In art and in neture He has
treated eocial, political and economic questions
with insight, and in all these directions he has
exercised the gifts of a remarkable rhetorician.
Over any subject he will throw the glamour of
‘his rhythmie iridescent siyle. But his criticism
{s vitlated by elements of sentimentality or by
what it is impossibie to regard as other than a
perverted and unhealthy eriterfon. Thus Itus-
kin's well-known Pre-Raphaelitic bias has seri-
ously Impsired the value of his writings on art,
and though we must remember that he owes the
defeat of his own enid to nothing less noble than
an exalted ideal of truth, It is just as plain that
since hiz object is defeated the beauty of his
ideal I8, for all practical purposes, of no account

. whatever. A necessary distinction which Ruskin
{s continually ignoring s drawn by Mr. Wald-
stein as follows: “The ultimate alm of science
{8 truth, the ultimat> aim of art is the produc-
tion of aesthetle pleasurs by means of what we
must at present call harmony or beauty,” Rus-
kin, who, in spite of his extracrdinary mystic,
sansuous and emotional Instincts, is one of the
most ascetic of thinkers, has sought for beauty
tn the midst of a perpetual conflict between urt
and sclence, between imagination and truth, In
80 far as his plea for veracity in detalls has
stimulated the observation of both artist and
layman and strengthencd the professional recti-
tude of the former, it has been sone and con-
structive. When he has carricd its underlying
{deas out of the studio and Inte the open air,
teaching men the esentlal character of natural
objects, the importance of his crusade agalnst
artficiality and acsthatic torpor in every-day
life has been too great to be overstated. Mr.
Waldstein has here no difficulty In proving Rus-
kin the mcst powerful moadern preacher of that
worship of nature which I8 actuated by a love
of nature for her own sake, and not by any In-
terest in superadded elements of human signifi-
cance. On the other hand, to return to Rusiin's
art criticism, hils mania for photographlc ac-
curacy makes him a most misleading cleerone,
for it logically places him in flat contradiction to

the Incontrovertible fact that veracity has gone

hand in hand with the synthetic faculty in man's
artistic development. It may be boldly stated
that modern art has arrived at the truth which
belongs to ite sphere (this latter being an fm-
portant consideration) only In proportion as it
has perfected this faculty. How Ruskin has
falled to perceive this; how his spiritualized
imagination and his penetrative sympathy have
nevertheless fitted him to be the author of some
eloquent passages of criticism; how his didacti-
clsm, egotism and dogmatism have counterbal-
anced the welght of his sound judgment; how the
natural force of his genlus has triumphed over
every one of his unfortunate lgms ard left him
an inspiration (to be imbibed cautiously) in the
flelda of moral and aesthetle growth, Mr, Wald-
stein demonstrates and demonstrates with abili-
ty. His book Is very small, but it is closely writ-
ten and very suggestive. It is a sympathetle,
moderate and sagaclous moncgraph, which we

can cordially recomimend,
o

FITZGERALD STIRRED UP.

THE DISTRICT-ATTORNEY'S
COURT,

NOISY PLEA IN

ETATEN ISLANDERS LAUGH AT HIS THREAT TO
DISOBEY THE ORDER OF JUSTICE CORNELL.

Excitement in Staten Island ;.nnm-ul circles 18
fnereasing every day. The Republicans and Inde-
pendent Democrats who have so thoroughly alarmed
Nicholas Muller and his followers, are prepared
for almost anything in the line of trickery and
persecution, 1t Is rumored that there will be more
arrests of Republieans and Independents who have
dared to oppose Muller and his men. The Muller
men are in a desperate frame of mind, and are
apparently willing to do anyibing that may help
them.

There was a lively scene In
Corpell's courtroom, at Clfton, yesterday maorn-
ing. District-Attorney Thomes W, Fltzgerald con-
tributed to the amusement of a crowd of politlclans
who were In the courtroom, The District-Attorney
appeared before Justlce Cornell with Exelse Come
missloner Van Name to answer to the charge
of having violated the laws relating to primary
elections, which were made agains:t them  lust
week by Danlel J. Jones and Lester A, Seotleld, of
Port Richmond, Mr. Flizgerald was excited when
he entered the courtroom. He apprared as coun-
pel for himself and Van Name. Max €. Hud
appeared for the complainants,  When he
asked to plead, Fitzeerald Jooked flercely at Jus-
tiee Cornell and =ald, in a lowl volee:

o] pefuse to plead. I repeat It, Your Honor,
refuse to plead at all”

The judge simply directed that a plea of not
gullly be entered. My, Huehner nsked for an ad-
journment of one week because he had been calied
into the case only a few hours hefore, and alsg
on account of the abgence of wilnesses,

o] pefuss,” shouted Fitzgerald, “to walve or to
ask an adjournment or an examination, and I re
fuse to plead. 1 refuse because the law  upder
which ihe alleged Information was made and the
alleged warrant was |ssued, Was expressly e
pealed by Section 168 of the Laws of 1842 1 further
object upon the ground that under Section 145 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, such informution must
be taken before the maglstrate personally, and upon
the further ground that it does not appear on the
face of uny paper that this was an essemblage of
the voters of a politleal party, nor was it an as-
semblage of the delegates of any politlcal party.”

Mr. Huebner agaln asked for an adjournment of
one week.

“Why, that will be after etection,” sald Fitz-
geraid. I object to an adjournment. I am here to

g0 to the Richmond County Jail, If 1 have com-
mitted any erime, 1 want 0 B0 there to-day.
must either be discharged or sent to jull'

“We don't want you to ko there now,” replied
Mr. Hg:bner "hul think it would do you good to

1
r. Fitzgera I.d lhe-n drew himselfl up to his full
helght, and Inoitim{ like almost anything except
& marlyr, aguln shouled:

“] am here to be sacrificed for the Democratie
party. l glve notice to the court that 1 absolutely
ob}u:t i.ld}nurnmem upon the Tgtuuud that

1 refuse tn ve an examination.' e District-
Attorney w He stood near Jus-

Justice Daniel T.

wis

1
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tice Cornell and shouted and swung his arms ex-
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one week.
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Atker. They will walve exumination and let the
ciase be taken before the Srand Jury

An important ratitication meeting will he held to-
1 Stapleton, by the

morrow in the German Club, i

orgamization of Hichme County Democrats and
the Republicans  The county candidutes will n-!-
dress the mesting, which will probakly be the

Jurgest antl-Muller demonstration nl the campalgn.
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At Wapnkonita to-night there wers two meetings,
one in the Opera Hotse, where 1,400 people had
= wped, and the oth a hill with 0 people.
i meetings were © ¢ the Governor's
eloguence, s# they proved dr cheering. Those
micctings are pe good [ndications as can be e

v and ghow that
mi “What we want,”
wosday, IS to sel every
u sannot runa wheel with the
vou ean’t run o mill

boen filed. The people
+ Democtacy—iis

4 of that party
¢ o the
a1 do.
#11 U8

ined of the feeling In Chv

markable giadng will be
said overnor McKinley
wheel in motion. Yo
witler that ts passed,
with the orders that have

» :litllnu and u,ﬂllr.:

sople W
rospeerity

and Europe without
glving thiz market (o Europe,

— -
MONEY BEQUEATHED TO CIHARITIES.

Quiney, 1L, Nov. 1.—In the Probate Court yester-
day wasn r1lm1 the will of Annn B Brown, widow
of the lute Charles Hrown Mrs, Brown's estate
s valued In round figures at 800,000, anld ahe dis-
poses of it as follows: Her residence property nni
5,00 for the establishment in Quiney of a Humeé
for Friendlegs Aged People; £0m0 to the Tlinols
Industrinl Schocl for Glrls sanston' 85,000 10
the Waoodland Home for llrphum. at Quiney. &0
-ﬂHI her diamonds 10 the v Hun Society
5,000 1o the Hiinols Huw | o the
Connectieut Humnne Soclety: 3K Isinnn
Humane Soclety:  §n  to the useLLs
Humane Soclety, To her relatives she o & smnli
bequests, and the remainder 1o the Institutions and
societies named above.
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NEVER WROUTE T0 LILLIAN RUSSELL.
Chicago, Nov. L—br. J, L. Irwm, of No. 24 On-
tario-st.,, whose name was glgned to a lettor writ-
ten to Lillan Russell, New-York, asking her to
gend $500 Lo securs the relenge of her brother from

Jull, Is completely what he says
I= an unauthorize name. 'l don't
know Miss Russell v, Eal
the Jdoctor, “and wr in
my lfe. Some one suggest may
have been endenvoring o purpe

joke on me, but 1 hardly think it can be the
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A leok of Idmas—a thoroughly honeit beok—a beok,
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PFUBLISHED BY HARPER & DBROTHERS,
NEW-YORK.
@ For sale by ell booksellers, or will be sent by
mail, postage prepald, to any part of the Uplted Statas,
Canads, or Mextco, vn fecelpt of prlow.
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